
Learn how to research policies that impact 
your community, engage and learn to make 
meaningful contributions.

Start with 
Local News01

Your local newspaper is oftentimes an 
overlooked treasure trove of information 
about issues affecting your community. 
Focus on regional and/or neighborhood 
issues that impact your daily life.

Government 
Websites02

Local government websites offer a wealth 
of information including public programs, 
meeting minutes, news updates and any 
official documents. Navigate all of these 
resources to find important dates.
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PRO TIP: Scan the paper weekly to stay 
up-to-date with any issues or events 
that matter to you.

PRO TIP: Bookmark your city/county’s 
government website for quick access 
to important policy updates.

Researching
Policies & 
Initiatives

KEY TAKEWAYS
Start with accessible sources of information: newspapers and government sites.

Attend meetings! Connect with local leaders to stay engaged in the policy process.

Research is an ongoing process—keep revisiting these steps as policies evolve.

Many nonprofits and advocacy groups 
are focused on local policy issues. 
These organizations can often provide 
valuable insights and may direct you 
to volunteer opportunities.

PRO TIP: Search for advocacy groups 
& non profits focusing on education, 
climate change, or healthcare.

Non-Profits & 
Organizations05

ACTION: Check out groups that host 
public meetings at A LOCAL leveL.

PRO TIP: MEETING AGENDAS ARE POSTED IN 
ADVANCE, CHECK FOR POLICY DISCUSSIONS 
THAT INTEREST YOU.

Public meetings are key to understanding 
the discussions that shape communities. 
Attend local government meetings or any 
public hearings to experience first-hand 
how policies are formed.

Attend Public 
Meetings03

PRO TIP: Reach out for informal coffee 
meetings to discuss TOPICS LIKE: climate 
HEALTHCARE & EDUCATION

Local representatives are often accessible 

and want to hear from their constituents. 
Building relationships with them can give 
you valuable insights into policy creation 
and the political process

Connect with 
Local Leaders04

INFOGRAPHICS

CIVICS 101

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEBSITES

RESOURCESADDITIONAL TIPS
Stay Consistent: Make it a habit to engage regularly with local news 
sources and government channels.

Get Involved: Don’t just research — participate! Attend town halls or 
volunteer with organizations actively engage in the political process.

https://esal.us/infographics/
https://esal.us/civics-101/
https://esal.us/infographic/digital-roadmap/

